
Retrospective Research Protocol Template
 (Title of Study)
I. Introduction

· Existing studies in your research area.
· Gaps from the literature.
· Fill gaps.
· Research Questions. 

· Direct observation, a survey, questionnaire, a critical analysis of the existing medical literature, or clinical experiments?
II. Methods

· Study Population: 

· Population you are studying.

· Number of subjects from the population (sample size).

· Assumptions. 

· Exclusion or inclusion criteria.
· Hypotheses:
· Statements, assertions, or propositions about your target population.

· Null and Alternative Hypotheses.

· Making comparisons or exploring associations.

· Study Variables:

· Key variables of interest to you.

· Define variables that are not commonly used.

· Commonly used variables are, for instance, age, race, gender, height, weight, and medical record number among others.

· Negative outcomes should be clearly spelt out.  
· Operational definition of variables.

· Measurement of variables. 

· Study Design:
· Obtaining information: Sampling? Type?

· Simple random, systematic, stratified, and cluster sampling?

· Direct observation, a survey, questionnaire, a critical analysis of the existing medical literature, or clinical experiments?
· Recruitment of subjects.

·  Data collection, recording, and storage: Data Collection Plan and Data Collection Chart.

· Statistical Analysis:
· Screening and cleaning data.

· Statistics to be generated.

· Methods of analysis: Parametric vs. Non-Parametric.

· Assumptions underlying data.

· Test Assumptions?

·  Cater to violations of assumptions?

· Level of significance.

· Institutional Review Board (IRB):
Remember that all protocols have to be reviewed by the IRB. It is only the IRB that can confer exempt status on research.

III. References

· List all references. 
· Choose relevant citation.

· Consult specialty area guidelines, your program director, and journals for publication.

· Common styles guides are the AMA, APA, MLA, and Chicago. 
Note: 
· As a CORE student, intern, resident, or faculty member, you have access to RefWorks.

· RefWorks is an online bibliographic management program that allows users to create a personal database of references and generate bibliographies in a variety of formats.  
· You have free access to this program if you register on an OU/OU-COM computer. Eeach CORE site has at least one OU/OU-COM linked computer in the hospital’s medical library.
·  Once you have registered on the OU/OU-COM computer, your RefWorks account can be accessed from any computer in the world.  The RefWorks online tutorial will provide you with the understanding you will need to use this program.
· If you anticipate sending your research out for publication, RefWorks will prove to be an invaluable tool as you submit your work to various publications that conform to different editorial styles.
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